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Compliant

Op Ed By Edward J. Heaton
Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men

dread it. - George Bernard Shaw

Every four years America gets to choose its President. It’s that
time again. This year, we have two very different men with dif-
fering positions on almost every issue. This election has been
described as a “change election.” No matter whom you vote for,
you should be informed about the candidates involved. 

With that in mind, this month’s Op Ed serves as a short resource
guide to where you can find information about the candidates
and their stands on disability and other issues. 

You can use the websites listed below to help you make a more
informed decision about whom you will choose in 2008. Since
this is only a short column, this list is not complete, but hope-
fully, will give you a starting point in your research.

Obama for America:  http://www.barackobama.com/index.php

Under the issues tab on the front page of Obama’s website is a
section entitled “Disabilities.”
http://www.barackobama.com/issues/disabilities/.   This section
contains a nine-page plan that addresses how Obama would
handle disability issues if he were President.

John McCain for President – on the issues:
http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/

Unlike Obama’s website, John McCain’s website does not have
a specific disability issues section. By going to the issues sec-
tion of the site, you can find McCain’s proposals on everything
from the economy to ethics reform. 

Since McCain does not have a specific disability issues section,
you may find it necessary to do some more research on his posi-
tions concerning disability issues. On the 18th anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act (July 26, 2008), a forum
was held in Columbus, Ohio, where John McCain, as well as
representatives of Barack Obama, spoke about disability issues.
You can find a webcast and a transcript of this event at:
http://www.aapd-dc.org/News/election/080423aapd.htm

I do not know if the candidates’ websites are Section 508 com-
pliant (federal regulation for website accessibility for screen
readers and the like). AAPD’s website is compliant. 

Another resource you can use is Thomas
(http://thomas.loc.gov/). This website, provided by the Library
of Congress, contains the voting records of both McCain and
Obama, and also information about what bills in the Senate that
were sponsored or co-sponsored by them. 

Another non-partisan informational website is the League of
Women Voters http://www.lwv.org/Election2008/index.html.
Not only does it have information about the issues in this year’s
campaign, but also information about the election process in
general. 

No matter whom you vote for in 2008, at least the sites listed
above will assist you in making an informed decision in this
important election year. 

A Golden Opportunity

The merger of XM and Sirius Radio has finally been approved
by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). In the
merger agreement, the combined companies agreed to reserve
24 channels for minority and independent programmers. I post-
ed this information on the listserv “Media Talk.” The only
response I got was from Greg Smith, previously the host of “On
a Roll,” saying that he had contacted the company and had been
told to contact them after the merger was completed. 

One would think that with twenty-four channels available, a
channel could be created featuring programming by people with
disabilities about disability issues. As motivated as he is, Greg
Smith cannot do twenty-four hours of programming on his own.
I am surprised at the disability community’s lack of interest in
this opportunity. AAPD, NOD, and NICL, as well as anyone
else who wants to be involved, should form a committee and
scope out the programming and formats of a twenty-four hour
disability channel. The other fear I have is that it may be easier
to XM and Sirius to ignore Greg’s request, even though he does
have an extensive track record in media. 

The disability community should put our collective thoughts
together and come up with a media outlet that covers issues the
way we think they should be covered. In a 500-channel TV uni-
verse, along with internet and satellite radio providers, the voice
of the disability community should be heard. This would be one
way to break through the clutter and advance our positions on
issues that concern the disability community. 

EZ Access Modular Ramp System, 25-
30 ft long. Aluminum.  Easy to install; no
special skills needed. Installation booklet
included. Has two 8 ft ramps, three 5'x5'
platforms, one 4'x4' platform, railings and
accessories.  Can be configured according
to specified needs. Asking $2,000. Pick up
in Ewing, NJ. Call Your ReSource at 609-
530-1513 OCT HE1

Permobile Power
W h e e l c h a i r ,
Chairman L8.
Works well.
Molded back,
Head Rest, Seat
belt. Gel Seat 17"
wide by 18' deep.
Lateral thigh sup-
ports; flip back
armrests. Power
seat, Power leg
rests. solid Tires.
Chair is approx. 8
yrs old. Asking

$300. Call Your Resource at 609-530-
1513. MUST BE PICKED UP IN EWING
NJ.  OCT WC1

2002 Ford Minivan. Bruno #400 Scooter
Lift with Remote Control, 86,500K miles.
Golden Companion Scooter, MUCH
MORE. Asking $7,500. Call 631-242-
0406.   OCT V20


