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Scooters
“Another Mobility Option”

by Stephen Sundarrao
University of South Florida
Associate Director, Center for Rehab Engineering & Technology 

Allan R. Thieme built the first mobility scooter in 1968, in Bridgeport, Michigan. Thieme was
personally motivated to
create this product in
order to help a family

member diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis. This first mobility scooter,
a front-wheel drive model, was con-
ceived and built at his home. The
Amigo, as it was brand-named, initi-
ated the entire “scooter” industry.
Today, Amigo Mobility international
Inc headquarters is located in
Bridgeport, Mich.
Mobility scooters are now available
in a wide range of models, from tiny
folding travel scooters to heavy-duty
bariatric models. Scooters are com-
monly available for loaner use at
public facilities, such as grocery
stores and for rent at theme
parks/amusement

Assistive and small sit-down motor
scooters provide important advan-
tages to people with mobility prob-
lems throughout the world. A scooter is useful for persons without the stamina or arm/shoulder flexibility
necessary to use a manual wheelchair. Also, swiveling the seat of an electric scooter is generally easier
than moving the foot supports on most conventional wheelchairs. A mobility scooter is very helpful for
persons with systemic or whole-body disabling conditions (coronary or lung issues, some forms of arthri-

tis, obesity, etc.) who are still able
to stand and walk a few steps, sit
upright without torso support, and
control the steering tiller.
A main selling point of the electric
scooter is that it does not look like
a wheelchair, which many people
see as a sign of old age. However,
as increasing numbers of elderly
persons choose mobility scooters,
the scooter is now developing its
own reputation, at least among the
able-bodied, as a geriatric item.
Mobility scooters are generally
less affordable than powered
wheelchairs, and often harder to
obtain from insurers or health care
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problems throughout 
the world. A scooter 
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agencies.

While a mobility scooter eliminates much of the strength problems of a manual wheelchair, its tiller steer-
ing mechanism still requires upright posture, shoulder and hand strength, and some upper-body mobility
and strength. Other drawbacks of mobility scooters are their longer length, which limits their turning
radius and ability to use some lifts or wheelchair-designed access technologies such as kneeling bus lifts.
Often a mobility scooter has a low ground clearance, which can make it difficult to navigate certain obsta-
cles, such as traveling in cities without proper curb cuts. Navigating nursing home rooms, where space is
often limited, can also be a problem. Scooters also have fewer options for body support, such as head or
leg rests. They are rarely designed for ease of patient transfer from seat to bed. These limitations may pre-
vent some individuals from using scooters. In addition, scooter limitations may vary depending on model
and manufacturer. A limitation of one make/model does not necessarily carry over to all. Individual needs

may affect the suitability of a particular
model.

Currently in the United States, Medicare
will not approve a power wheelchair for
persons who do not need to use the chair
"inside their own home", even if their med-
ical needs restrict the use of a mobility
scooter. For example, a person with severe
arthritis of both shoulders and hands may
not be the best candidate for a scooter, but
because they can walk a few steps in their
own home, such persons are not seen as
approved candidates for a power wheelchair
either. Various disability rights groups are
campaigning for Medicare to change this
policy.

If you would like to see some new inven-
tions in the beginning stages or have an idea
you would like to implement visit

www.disableddealer.com and click on top left banner “Rehab Ideas”

Do you carry a product or provide a
service that should be included in
one
of our upcoming features? 

List your business as a resource with-
in our article or learn more about
advertising opportunities with
Disabled Dealer Magazine by con-
tacting Stella Smith at dis-
deal@aol.com or 888-521-8778

Jan -    New Products
Feb -    Accessible Vehicles
Mar -    Wound Care/Products
Apr -    Accessories for Vans & 

Wheelchairs
May -   Wheelchairs
June -  Scooters
July -   Aids for Daily Living
Aug -   Sports, Exercise, Recreation 

(Living Healthy)
Sept. -  Assistive Technology
Oct -    Adaptive Clothing
Nov. -   Pediatric Toys
Dec -   Home Modification Products 
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